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Synopsis

Epidemics and immigrants have suffered a lethal association in the public mind, from the Irish in
New York wrongly blamed for the cholera epidemic of 1832 and Chinese in San Francisco vilified for
causing the bubonic plague in 1900, to Haitians in Miami stigmatized as AIDS carriers in the 1980s.
Silent Travelers vividly describes these and many other episodes of medicalized prejudice and
analyzes their impact on public health policy and beyond. The book shows clearly how the equation
of disease with outsiders and illness with genetic inferiority broadly affected not only immigration
policy and health care but even the workplace and schools. The first synthesis of immigration history
and the history of medicine, Silent Travelers is also a deeply human story, enriched by the voices of
immigrants themselves. Irish, Italian, Jewish, Latino, Chinese, and Cambodian newcomers among
others grapple in these pages with the mysteries of modern medicine and American prejudice.
Anecdotes about famous and little-known figures in the annals of public health abound, from
immigrant physicians such as Maurice Fishberg and Antonio Stella who struggled to mediate
between the cherished Old World beliefs and practices of their patients and their own
state-of-the-art medical science, to "Typhoid Mary" and the inspiring example of Mother Cabrini.
Alan M. Kraut tells of the newcomers founding of hospitals to care for their own the "Halls of Great
Peace" (actually little more than hovels where lepers could go to die) set up by Chinese immigrants;
the establishment of St. Vincent’'s Hospital in New York as an institution sensitive to the needs of
Catholic patients; and the creation of a tuberculosis sanitarium inDenver by Eastern European
Jewish tradespeople who managed to scrape together $1.20 in contributions at their first meeting.
Tapping into a rich array of sources - from turn-of-the-century government records to an advice

book aimed at Italians financed by the DAR, from the photog
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Customer Reviews

| confess | only read one chapter. This is alas one of those books that doesn’t want to show you
anything or explain something to you. It wants to preach to you. | wants to make you feel guilty for
what others have done.| refuse to get my underwear in a tangle over quarantines. If pressed | would
probably favor more and stronger quarantines - not open door policies. This book is only for those
who want to feel guilty about public health policies.Public health officials have long striven to protect

millions by inconveniencing a handful. Sensible people thank them for that service.

A necessary book | needed for a medicine class in college. It was perfect and helped me pass the

class!
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